Wild Picnicking

at Straloch
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A

couple of years
ago I rediscovered
within myself a
love of picnics,
and since then I’ve written
about them in the pages of this
magazine a few times. Whether
describing a strawberry tea on
the shores of Loch Tay, ideas
for a winter picnic or, most
recently, recommending my
favourite local picnic spots, it’s
fair to say I’m experienced at
enjoying and the writing about
outdoor dining. But I’d never
had a picnic experience quite
like the one we were invited to at
Straloch Estate, run by Lucy and
Will Holt, a few weeks ago.
Straloch is situated on that
glorious road between Pitlochry
and Kirkmichael, so I instantly
knew we could expect some
amazing views. But we weren’t
going to gaze upon them from
a slightly itchy blanket spread
over springy bracken; oh no, this
picnic was going to be a much
classier affair. But I’m getting
ahead of myself…

for us, and there were some
truly delectable choices. We
could choose whatever we
wanted from a mix of nibbles,
sandwiches, salads, pies, scotch
eggs and deserts. It really did take
us a while to decide, although
the picnic pie was a must right
from the start. In the end we also
settled on Parmesan and ham
palmiers, fennel shortbread, beef
sandwiches, egg sandwiches, a
green salad, and scones with gin
fruit jam and cream. We decided
on sparkling elderflower to
drink, but alcoholic options
were also available. There were
surprisingly reasonable prices
next to each item, so you can
work out and plan how much
your picnic would cost in
advance if you want to.

Now we’d chosen the menu,
the only thing left to decide
was how we were going to
get there. This was because
the picnic site is located in
a wooden hut up in the hills
above the estate. You can
choose to either walk or be
driven. In the end we decided
A few days before we were due to walk, as the weather looked
to go for our picnic, we received promising and we wanted
a menu via email. That’s right, to get the full experience of
the food was being provided being in the hills.

“When we got to
the picnic hut I was
amazed by how lovely
it was. The setting of
course was beautiful,
but it was the finishing
touches that really
made it special”
The estate is situated quite high anyway, so the walk up to
the hut was more of a steady climb and the slope is fairly
gentle in most places. However, although I like walking,
going up hill is not my strength, and I am more of the slow
but steady type. So for me personally, the usually one hour
walk turned out to be an hour and a half and was a bit
harder than I’d expected. That’s not to say I didn’t really
enjoy it though—the scenery was spectacular, the weather
warm and sunny but with a light breeze, and when we got
to the picnic hut I felt as though I’d really earned my lunch.
Lucy, our hostess and guide, was lovely in the way she
made sure I didn’t feel rushed on our walk up to the hut,
and she also pointed out some of the interesting plants and
flowers around us, such as wild orchids, and geographical
features, including what she called The Witch’s Tree,
which had a very atmospheric story attached! If you don’t
consider yourself a seasoned walker, though, it is worth
getting the 4x4 trip to the hut, or possibly being driven
on the way up and walking back down. Really, just pick
whatever you’ll enjoy most!
When we got to the picnic hut I was amazed by how lovely
it was. The setting of course was beautiful, but it was
the finishing touches that really made it special—the lit
candles, beautifully presented food, wild flowers and cosy
soft furnishings. It still kept a certain rustic feel, but on the
elegant side. It was surprisingly spacious too—much more
so than it looked from the outside. A party of ten could
easily have fitted. The best bit, though, was the stunning
panorama that the end of the hut opened out towards.

“It was a totally hasslefree way to get away
from it all, a wild
experience without
needing to rough it”

“We loved how it
made lunching in the
Scottish hills easy
and accessible, that
we didn’t have to
carry loads of food
up with us or tidy up
afterwards”
It was finally time to taste all the delicious food we’d ordered
a few days before. On arriving, we’d briefly met chef Penny,
who’d made everything for us, and she had done a fantastic
job. The sandwiches were generous and good quality, the
palmiers were crispy and salty, the fennel shortbread was
buttery and crumbly, the salad was fresh and came with a
bottle of dressing at the side, and the picnic pie was just
to die for. Afterwards the scones, jam and cream were just
the things to finish off with.
We really enjoyed our visit to Straloch, it was quite a
different picnic experience, but far more than just a
novelty. We loved how it made lunching in the Scottish
hills easy and accessible, that we didn’t have to carry loads
of food up with us or tidy up afterwards, and that we could
sit in complete comfort to enjoy the gorgeous scenery. It
was a totally hassle-free way to get away from it all, a wild
experience without needing to rough it.
In addition to the wild hill picnics, Straloch Estate has
some self catering accommodation options, with lots
of activities available while there, from kayaking to
campfires, fishing to tennis, romantic outdoor meals
to den building, stalking to guided walking. Find out
more at: www.straloch.com
The Perthshire Magazine received a complimentary picnic
for the purpose of this review

